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Salvation Army in Japan Begins Planning Long-term Response to Earthquake 
(Update 24 March) 

SALVATION Army emergency workers in Japan report that the government disaster response is proceeding well and 
that most areas in need of assistance have now been reached. Salvation Army teams continue to provide vital supplies 
such as food and water in Sendai and also in Yabuki-cho, both of which are near Fukushima but outside the exclusion 
zone set up around the nuclear power plant. Yabuki-cho appears to be one of the few areas not yet reached by government 
help. 

Some areas hit particularly badly by the disaster are still not accessible but Salvation Army workers understand that 
other non-governmental organizations are also not being allowed into these parts. The exclusion zone around the 
Fukushima Daichi nuclear power plant remains in place and local reports suggest the situation is improving. 

As previously reported, bottled water has been provided to The Salvation Army's Japan Territory from Korea. The 
Salvation Army World Services Organization (SAWSO) in the USA is organizing a delivery of blankets and has arranged 
for samples of food packages to be sent to territorial leaders who will then have the option to order any if needed. 

There has been a considerable financial response to The Salvation Army's Japan Disaster Appeal from around the 
world. The Japan Territory believes funds already available in-country will cover the costs of the current response and that 
money raised from around the world will enable a medium to long-term response. The territory is considering building 
temporary accommodation and providing household goods and equipment but these plans are still at the early stages.  

Commissioner Makoto Yoshida, The Salvation Army's Territorial Commander in Japan, is grateful for the practical 
and spiritual support that has been offered from across the world. 

He reports that commuters in Tokyo who were given food, drink and shelter at territorial headquarters on the night of 
the earthquake have sent letters of thanks, some including a donation for the relief work.  

About The Salvation Army: 

The Salvation Army, an evangelical part of the universal Christian church, has been supporting those in need in His 
name without discrimination since 1865. Nearly 30 million Americans receive assistance from The Salvation Army each 
year through the broadest array of social services that range from providing food for the hungry, relief for disaster victims, 
assistance for the disabled, outreach to the elderly and ill, clothing and shelter to the homeless and opportunities for 
underprivileged children. About 83 cents of every dollar raised is used to support those services in nearly 5,000 
communities nationwide. For more information, go to www.salvationarmyusa.org. To donate, please call 1-800-SAL-
ARMY or go to www.salvationarmyusa.org 
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